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APPENDIX. 


A  RELATION  OF  WHAT  TOOK  PLACE  DURING 

the  expedition  of  Captain  Soto ;  with  particulars 

concerning  the  nature  of  the  country  through 

which  he  passed. 


Having   arrived   at  the  port  of  Baya-Honda,^  we  landed    BAja- 

^  -^  -Honda. 

six  hundi'ed  and  twenty  men  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  horses.  This  operation  was  scarcely  effected,  when  we 
were  informed  by  one  of  the  Indians  who  had  been  captured, 
that  there  was  a  Christian  in  the  country  who  had  accom- 
panied the  expedition  of  Panfilo  de  Narvaez ;  messengers 
were  despatched  in  quest  of  this  person,  who  was  with  a 
cacique  living  eight  leagues  distant  from  the  harbour.  We 
fell  in  with  him  on  the  way,  for  he  was  already  coming  to 
meet  us.     As  soon  as  the  cacique  had  learnt  that  we  had 

^  This  Biedma  presented  the  above  Relation  to  the  King  (Charles  V)  in 
person,  in  his  council  of  the  Indies,  assembled  in  1544  ;  as  appears  by  a 
decision,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  he  accompanied  Fernando  de  Soto  in 
quality  of  Factor  to  his  majesty.     {JVote  hy  Munoz.) 

^  That  the  port  called  Baya-Honda  here  and  at  page  174,  is  Espiritu 
Santo  Bay,  is  evident  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the  Portuguese 
author,  and  of  Garcilaso  de  la  Vega.  The  latter,  indeed,  describes  the 
bay  of  Espiritu  Santo  in  so  many  words  as  "una  bahia  honda  y  buena", — 
a  deep  and  good  bay.  Hence  it  is  possible  that  this  name  also  was  given 
to  it  at  the  time  by  the  Spaniards,  and  if  so,  Biedma  is  the  only  nar- 
rator who  has  informed  us  of  the  fact.  In  the  absence  of  the  original 
Spanish,  we  are  unable  to  detect  whether  any  error  has  crept  into  the 
translation. 
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landed,  he  enquired  of  this  Christian  whether  he  wished 
to  go  in  search  of  us,  and  upon  his  replying  in  the 
affirmative,  he  was  sent  by  the  cacique  in  company  with 
nine  Indians.  He  was  naked  like  them  ;  in  his  hand  he 
carried  a  bow  and  arrows,  and  his  body  was  painted  like 
theirs.  "WTien  the  Christians  perceived  them,  they  supposed 
that  they  were  natives  who  had  come  for  the  purpose  of 
being  spies  on  our  troops,  and  accordingly  marched  to  attack 
them ;  but  the  Indians  fled  over  a  neighbouring  hill.  The 
horsemen  having  overtaken  them,  gave  an  Indian  a  thrust 
with  a  lance,  and  the  Chi'istian  also  narrowly  escaped  with 
his  life,  for  he  spoke  our  language  very  imperfectly,  having 
almost  forgotten  it ;  but  it  occurred  to  him  to  call  upon  our 
Lady,  which  circumstance  assured  us  of  his  being  a  Chris- 
tian. We  conducted  him  to  the  Governor  with  great  delight ; 
he  had  been  twelve  years  among  these  Indians,  sj)oke  their 
language,  and  had  so  accustomed  himself  to  it,  that  he  passed 
upwards  of  four  days  A^dth  us  without  being  able  to  speak 
two  Avords  consecutively  :  to  every  word  in  Spanish,  he 
added  four  or  five  in  the  language  of  the  Indians  :  this  con- 
tinued until  he  had  reo^ained  the  use  of  our  lauCTuaoe.  He  was 
so  ignorant  of  the  country,  that  he  knew  not  even  by  hearsay 
of  what  was  twenty  leagues  distant.  In  fact,  from  the  first 
moment,  he  told  us  that  there  was  no  gold  in  the  country. 

We  all  left  the  port  of  Baya-Honda  for  the  purpose  of 
penetrating  into  the  interior,  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
six  horsemen  and  sixty  foot  soldiers,  who  remained  to  guard 
the  harbour  until  they  should  receive  the  Governor's  orders 
to  join  him.  We  marched  at  first  in  a  westerly  direction, 
and  then  north-east ;  we  had  notice  of  a  cacique,  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  Indians,  received  tribute  from  all 
iTunipacuxi  the  natlves  :  he  was  called  Hurripacuxi,  and  lived  about 
twenty  leagues  from  the  coast.  From  this  place  we  con- 
tinued our  march,  crossing  swamps  and  rivers,  for  the  dis- 
tance of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  leagues.     We  wished  to  repair 
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to  a  to^\ll,  concerning  which  the  Indians  related  marvellous 
things  :  amongst  others,  they  pretended  that  when  the  inha- 
bitants shouted,  they  caused  the  birds  which  were  flying  in 
the  air  to  fall  down.  We  came  to  this  place,  which  was 
called  Etocale,  and  was  but  a  small  village.  We  found  in  Etocaie. 
it  some  provisions ;  namely,  maize,  beans,  and  little  dogs, 
which  afforded  no  small  relief  to  our  party,  who  were  famish- 
ing. We  stayed  here  seven  or  eight  days,  during  which 
several  excursions  were  made  in  order  to  capture  some 
Indians,  who  might  serve  us  as  guides  into  the  province  of 
Apalache,  concerning  which  place  there  was  much  talk  in 
the  country.  We  caught  three  or  four,  but  the  most  skilful 
of  them  only  knew  the  country  to  the  distance  of  two  leagues 
round  the  village.  We  departed,  taking  the  direction  towards 
New  Spain,  and  marching  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  the 
coast.  In  the  course  of  five  or  six  days  we  passed  through 
some  hamlets,  and  then  entered  a  village  of  moderate  size, 
named  A^uacalecuen  ;  all  the  Indians  had  taken  refu2:e  in  ^g^acaie 
the  woods.  We  stayed  here  five  or  six  days  in  the  hope  of 
taking  some  Indians  to  serve  us  as  guides.  Ten  or  twelve 
women  were  captured,  one  of  whom  said  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  the  cacique  :  this  induced  the  cacique  himself 
to  come  to  us  in  a  friendly  manner :  he  promised  to  give  us 
some  interpreters  and  guides,  so  that  we  might  continue  our 
march,  but  this  promise  he  did  not  keep.  We  were  obliged 
to  take  him  along  with  us.  After  marching  for  six  or  seven 
days,  we  fell  in  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  armed 
with  bows  and  a^rrows,  who  came  out  against  us  with  the 
intention  of  carrying  off  the  cacique  ;  we  killed  some  of 
them,  and  took  the  others  prisoners.  Amongst  these  were 
some  natives  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  interior ;  but  on 
this  subject  they  told  the  grossest  falsehoods.  We  crossed  a  a  liver. 
river  which  ran  through  a  province  called  Veachile,  and  on  veachiie. 
the  opposite  shore  we  found  some  villages,  which,  although 
deserted,  contained  all  that  we  wanted,  namely,  provisions. 
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Acruile. 


A  river. 


IviUchiico. 


Apiihiclie. 

Vustaga. 
luialiico. 


The  sea, 


We  left  there  for  a  village  called  Aguile,  situated  on  the 
borders  of  the  province  of  Apalache,  which  is  separated 
from  the  first-named  place  by  a  river,  over  which  we  thi-ew 
a  bridge,  formed  upon  a  great  number  of  boats  fastened  one 
to  another ;  we  crossed  the  river  with  considerable  difficulty, 
for  the  Indians  who  were  drawn  up  on  the  shore  defended 
the  passage  :  as  soon,  however,  as  Ave  reached  the  opposite 
side,  they  withdrew  into  a  neighbouring  village  called  Ivita- 
chuco,  where  they  remained  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
place.  As  soon  as  they  saw  us  approach,  they  set  fire  to  the 
village  and  fled. 

The  province  of  Apalache   contains   a  great  number  of 
villages,  but  provisions  are  scarce.     The  province  to  which 


we  were  going  was  called  Yustaga. 


We  arrived  at  a  village 


named  Iniahico.  On  reaching  this  place,  we  thought  that  it 
was  time  to  obtain  some  intelligence  of  those  who  had  remained 
at  the  harbour,  and  to  give  them  news  of  ourselves ;  for  it  was 
our  intention  now  to  penetrate  so  far  into  the  interior,  that 
it  would  be  no  longer  possible  for  us  to  communicate  with 
them,  and  we  had  already  travelled  one  hundred  and  ten 
leagues  ffom  the  spot  where  we  had  left  them.  The  Gover- 
or  accordingly  sent  orders  for  them  to  join  us. 
Departing  hence,  we  went  in  search  of  the  sea,  which  was 
nine  leagues  distant  from  the  village  where  we  now  were. 
We  came  to  the  place  on  the  coast  where  Panfilo  de  Narvaez 
had  constructed  vessels ;  we  recognised  the  spot  where  the 
forge  had  been  set  up,  and  we  saw  a  great  number  of  bones  of 
horses.  The  Indians  told  us  that  other  Christians  had  built 
barques  at  this  place.  Juan  de  Anasco  made  several  marks 
of  recognition  upon  the  trees  along  the  sea  shore.  He  had 
received  the  Governor's  orders  to  proceed  in  search  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  remained  at  the  harbour,  and  to  make  them 
come  by  land  to  the  village  where  we  were,  whilst  they  (i.e., 
his  own  party)  were  to  return  by  sea  in  two  brigantines  and 
a  caravel,  which  they  were  to  bring  up  to  the  province  of 
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Apalache.  In  the  mean  time  we  were  to  wait  at  the  place 
where  we  were  now  staying.  Juan  de  Anasco  sent  the  party 
by  land,  and  he  himself  came  by  sea  as  the  Governor  had 
directed  him.  He  encountered  great  dangers,  for  he  observed 
that  this  coast  was  not  such  as  he  had  viewed  it  from  the 
land.  In  sailing,  he  did  not  recognize  the  spots  which  he 
had  passed,  for  the  shore  was  edged  with  small  shallow 
creeks,  where  the  water  rose  high  at  full  tide,  but  at  the  ebb 
it  remained  perfectly  dry.  We  built  a  pirogue,  which  put 
out  to  sea  two  leagues  every  day  in  order  to  watch  for  the 
arrival  of  the  brigantines,  and  point  out  to  them  the  spot 
where  they  ought  to  land.  God  granted  a  safe  arrival  to 
those  who  were  expected  both  by  sea  and  land. 

As  soon  as  the  brigantines  had  arrived,  the  Governor  gave 
orders  for  them  to  set  sail  again  and  search  out  a  near  har- 
bour on  the  east  side,  to  reconnoitre  the  coast  and  to  see  if 
the  land  came  to  a  termination.  The  cavalier  Francisco 
Maldonado,  of  Salamanca,  embarked  in  the  brigantines,  sailed 
along  the  coast,  put  into  all  the  bays  and  rivers  that  he  saw, 
until  he  reached  a  river,  the  entrance  into  which  was  easy,  a  river. 
and  which  afforded  a  good  harbour.  There  was  an  Indian 
village  situate  on  the  sea  shore,  and  divers  of  the  inhabitants 
came  out  to  traffick  with  him ;  one  of  these  natives  he  took, 
and  then  returned  to  where  we  were  stationed,  after  having 
spent  two  months  in  this  expedition.  We  found  the  time  of 
our  sojourn  very  long,  owing  to  the  reports  that  we  had 
heard  respecting  the  interior.  When  Maldonado  arrived, 
the  Governor  told  him  that  we  were  going  in  quest  of  that 
country,  which,  according  to  the  Indians,  was  situate  upon 
another  sea :  he  ordered  Maldonado  to  proceed  to  Cuba  with 
the  brigantines,  on  board  of  which  was  the  Governor's  wife. 
Dona  Isabella  de  Bobadilla,^  and  afterwards  to  bring  them 

^  In  the  absence  of  the  original  document,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that 
there  is  some  mistake  here  either  in  the  Spanish  or  the  translation  ;  for 
both  the  Portuguese  author  {ante  pp.  24  and  111)  and  Garcilaso  de  la  Vega 
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back  as  far  as  the  river  Saint  Esprit  (Espiritu  Santo),  whither 
we  should  repair,  if  in  six  months'  time  he  heard  no  news  of 
us.  The  brigantines  sailed  for  Cuba,  and  we  resumed  oui* 
march  towards  the  north,  in  order  to  verify  the  statements 
of  the  Indians.  We  travelled  during  five  days  in  the  midst 
A  broad  niui  of  a  dcscrt,  and  at  length  came  upon  a  broad  and  very  rapid 

rapid  river. 

river,  over  which  we  could  not  construct  a  bridge  owing  to 
the  force  of  the  current :  we  made,  however,  a  canoe,  in 
which  we  crossed  to  the  other  side.     We  entered  a  province 

Acapachiqui  called  Acapachiqui,  where  there  was  plenty  of  provisions 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  Indians ;  we  perceived  some  vil- 
lages, but  as  the  country  was  covered  with  extensive  marshes, 
we  could  not  reconnoitre  all  of  them :  we  noticed  also  that  in 
this  country  the  houses  of  the  Indians  were  differently  con- 
structed from  those  we  had  hitherto  seen,  being  dug  out  of 
the  earth,  and  having  the  appearance  of  caves ;  whilst  all 
those  previously  observed  had  been  covered  with  palm 
branches  and  straw.     We  continued  our  march,  and  came  in 

Two  rivers,  sight  of  two  rivcrs,  ovcr  which  we  were  obliged  to  construct 
bridges  with  pine  trees  lashed  together,  as  we  were  wont  to 
do  on  these   occasions.     We  arrived  at  a  province  called 

otoa.  Otoa,  in  which  we  found  a  very  large   village,   the   most 

considerable  that  we  had  yet  seen ;  from  thence  we  passed 
on  to  other  villages  of  the  same  province,  which  might  be 
distant  a  two  days'  march ;  we  captured  some  Indians,  who 
had  no  suspicion  of  us,  nor  had  they  been  apprised  of  our 
arrival ;  others  offered  to  come  into  our  service,  on  condition 
that  we  should  deliver  up  those  of  their  tribes  whom  we  had 
seized.  The  Governor  consented  to  this,  for  they  would  not 
have  been  made  prisoners  if  we  had  not  had  absolute  need  of 
guides  and  interpreters. 

agree  that  Dona  Isabel  de  Bobadilla  had  been  left  at  Cuba  ;  and  in  the  cor- 
responding passage  in  Garcilaso,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  Maldonado  was 
sent  with  the  brigantines  to  visit  Dona  Isabel  : — "  Pocos  dias  despues  de 
la  venida  de  Diego  Maldonado,  le  mando  el  Governador,  fuese  a  la 
Habana  con  los  dos  vergantines,  que  tenia  a  su  cargo,  y  visitase  a  Dona 
Isabel  de  Bobadilla,"  etc. — La  Florida  del  Inca,  p.  102  ;  edit.  1723. 
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We  spent  five  or  six   days  in  passing  through  this  pro- 
vince,  which  is   called    Chisi.       These  Indians  treated  us  cbiei. 
as  well  as  their  poverty  allowed  them ;    we  then  marched 
three  days  without  finding  a  habitation,  and  at  length  en- 
tered a  province  called  Altapaha.     We  discovered  there  a  ^it^paha. 

^  ^  A  river. 

river,  which  did  not  flow  towards  the  south,  like  those  we  had 
already  passed ;  but  it  came  from  the  east,  and  fell  into  the 
sea  on  the  side  where  the  licentiate  Lucas  d'Aillon  had 
landed ;  this  circumstance  gave  us  more  confidence  in  what 
the  Indian  had  stated,  and  we  were  persuaded  that  all  the 
lies  which  they  had  told  us  were  truths.  This  province  was 
well  peopled,  and  all  the  inhabitants  came  to  offer  their  ser- 
vices. The  Governor  having  made  some  enquiries  of  them 
respecting  the  province  of  Cafitachyque,  whither  we  were 
going,  they  answered  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  reach  it, 
as  there  was  no  road  leading  to  it,  neither  were  there  any 
provisions  to  be  procured  on  the  way ;  and  that  we  should  all 
perish  from  hunger.  We  set  forward  nevertheless,  and  came 
into  the  territories  of  the  caciques  named  Ocute  and  Cofoqui  :  ^^ute. 

^  T.        '  Cofociui. 

they  supplied  us  with  provisions,  and  told  us  that  if  we 
wished  to  make  war  upon  the  Queen  of  Cafitachyque,  they 
would  furnish  us  \\ith  everything  necessary  for  the  journey, 
but  they  gave  us  to  understand  that  there  was  no  road 
thither;  that  they  held  no  communication  with  each  other, 
because  hostilities  were  going  on ;  that  they  only  saw  each 
other  when  they  were  engaged  in  fighting  from  time  to  time, 
which  they  did  always  secretly  and  in  ambush  ;  and  that  it  took 
from  twenty  to  twenty-two  days  to  reach  there,  during  which 
they  subsisted  altogether  on  herbs  and  parched  maize  which 
they  carried  with  them.  Seeing,  however,  that  we  were 
determined  upon  going,  they  gave  us  eight  hundred  Indians 
to  carry  our  provisions  and  baggage,  as  well  as  guides, 
who  immediately  took  an  easterly  direction,  and  in  this 
way  we  marched  for  three  days.  The  Indian  who  deceived 
us   said  that  in  three   days  he  would  conduct  us  thither; 
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at  the  expiration  of  which,  we  began  to  perceive  the  falsity 
of  this  man  ;  nevertheless  the  Governor  continued  to 
follow  the  route  taken,  because  he  had  a  foreboding  (which 
indeed  eventually  came  to  pass)  of  the  great  want  that  we 
should  have  to  endure.  After  three  days  we  reached  some 
huts ;  the  Indians  were  already  bewildered,  and  knew  no 
longer  what  road  to  take ;  the  Governor  went  in  advance  in 
order  to  search  for  one,  but  retunied  in  despair  at  his  ill 
success.  We  then  proceeded  half  a  league,  until  we  came  to 
A  large       a  large  river,  when  we  were  necessitated  for  the  first  time  to 

liver. 

eat  the  SAvine  that  we  brought  along  with  us ;  each  man  re- 
ceived for  his  allowance  a  pound  of  flesh,  which  was  boiled 
in  water  without  salt  or  anything  to  season  it.  The  Governor 
sent  a  party  to  seek  out  a  road  in  two  opposite  dii'ections. 
One  person  proceeded  up  the  river  at  the  north-north-east 
side,  and  another  descended  it  in  the  direction  of  south- 
south-east.  He  allowed  ten  days  to  each  in  going  and 
returning,  and  directed  them  to  give  notice  if  they  should 
discover  any  villages  or  a  road.  The  explorer,  who  went 
towards  the  south-south-east,  returned  in  four  days  with  the 
news  that  he  had  found  a  small  hamlet  and  some  provisions  ; 
he  brought  three  or  four  Indians,  who  spoke  with  the  man 
who  had  deceived  us  ;  they  understood  each  other,  which  was 
no  small  satisfaction  to  us,  considering  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  interpreters  in  this  country.  They  confirmed  the  lies 
which  that  Indian  had  told  us,  and  w^e  believed  them  because 
he  made  himself  very  easily  understood  by  these  Indians. 
We  all  set  out  in  company  immediately,  to  go  and  await  the 
arrival  in  that  small  village  of  the  messenger  who  had  been 
on  the  other  side ;  we  remained  there  four  or  five  days  until 
we  were  all  once  more  assembled ;  we  found  about  fifty 
fanegas  (bushels)  of  maize,  a  small  quantity  of  meal  of  roasted 
maize,  numerous  mulberry  trees  loaded  with  mulberries,  and 
some  wild  fruits. 
rul!^""^''"^'         ^^^^    departed    for    the    village    of    Cofitachyque,    which 
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was  two  clays'  march  from  this  hamlet,  and  situated  on 
the  banks  of  a  river  which  we  supposed  to  be  that  of  Saint 
Helena,  whither  the  licentiate  Ayllon  had  gone.  ^Yhen 
we  arrived  there,  the  Queen  sent  to  us  one  of  her  nieces, 
who  was  carried  in  a  litter  by  Indians,  and  appeared  to 
possess  considerable  authority ;  she  gave  us  to  understand 
that  she  was  well  pleased  at  our  arrival,  and  that  she  would 
give  us  all  that  was  in  her  j)ower.  She  presented  the  Go- 
vernor with  a  necklace  of  pearls  of  five  or  six  rows,  procured 
for  us  canoes  to  pass  the  river,  and  assigned  the  half  of  the 
village  for  our  quarters.  After  having  been  in  our  company 
three  or  four  days,  she  escaped  into  the  forest ;  the  Governor 
caused  search  to  be  made  after  her,  but  without  success ;  he 
then  gave  orders  to  break  open  a  temple  erected  in  this  vil- 
lage, wherein  the  chiefs  of  the  country  were  interred.  We 
took  out  of  it  a  vast  quantity  of  pearls,  which  might  amount 
to  six  or  seven  arrobas,^  but  they  were  spoiled  by  having 
been  underground.  We  found  also  buried  there  a  couj)le  of 
hatchets  for  felling  wood,  of  Spanish  manufacture,  a  chaplet 
made  of  the  seeds  of  the  wild  olive,  and  several  small  pearls 
similar  to  those  which  are  brought  from  Spain  to  barter  with 
the  Indians.  We  supposed  that  they  had  procured  all  these 
articles  in  trafficking  with  the  party  which  had  accompanied 
the  licentiate  Ayllon.  According  to  the  report  of  these 
Indians,  the  sea  was  distant  thirty  leasjues  ;  we  likewise  learnt  The  sea  dis- 

•^  ^  tant  thirty 

from  them  that  Ayllon's  company  had  penetrated  only  a  leagues. 
short  distance  into  the  interior,  that  they  had  nearly  always 
followed  the  sea-coast,  until  the  death  of  Ayllon,  and  that  his 
companions  had  destroyed  each  other,  not  being  able  to  agree 
in  the  choice  of  a  leader,  A  great  number  died  of  starvation, 
as  we  were  informed  by  one  of  the  soldiers  who  had  remained 
in  the  country.  Out  of  six  hundred  men  who  had  landed 
^\dth  Ayllon,  only  fifty-seven  escaped :   this  great  loss  was 

^  An  arroba  is  a  Spanish  weight  of  twenty-five  pounds. 
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mainly  attributable  to  the  shipwreck  of  a  large  vessel  laden 
with  provisions. 

We  remained  in  the  village  of  this  queen  ten  or  eleven 
days,  after  which  we  agreed  to  go  and  explore  the  country 
and  search  for  provisions,  of  which  we  had  but  very  little  left : 
we  had  to  find  subsistence  for  the  Indians,  the  Christians, 
and  the  horses.  We  set  forward  with  all  expedition,  taking 
the  direction  of  the  north.  We  marched  during  eight  days 
through  a  poor  country,  in  which  few  provisions  were  found, 

xuain.  and  came  to  a  province  called  Xuala,  which  Avas  thinly  in- 
habited, because  the  soil  is  very  barren  ;  we  found  however 
some  huts  of  Indians  in  the  mountains.     We  ascended  to 

The  great    the  sourcc  of  the  s^reat  river  whose  course  we  had  followed, 

river,  sup- 

thanVF^v-  ^^^  which  we  believed  to  be  that  of  Saint  Esprit  (Espiritu 

cluasui?'^'  Santo)  ;  we  entered  a  village  called  Guasuli,  where  we  were 
presented  with  several  dogs  and  a  little  maize,  for  there  was 
only  a  small  quantity  in  the  place.  We  continued  our  march 
during  four   days,   and  at  length  reached  a  village  called 

f  iiin:i.  China,  where  there  was  plenty  of  provisions  ;  it  is  built  on 
one  of  the  islands  of  the  river  of  Saint-Esprit,  which  are 
numerous  and  considerable  close  to  its  source.  We  found  for 
the  first  time  in  this  province  fortified  \dllages ;  the  Indians 
make  here  a  great  quantity  of  nut  oil ;  we  remained  twenty- 
six  or  twenty-seven  days  in  order  to  rest  the  horses,  which 
from  want  of  food  had  become  excessively  wearied.  We 
pursued  our  course  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  reached 

costehe.  another  province  called  Costehe,  the  villages  of  which  are 
also    built   upon   the   islands   of  the  river ;   we   afterwards 

Cora.  entered   the  province   of  Coca,  which  is   one  of  the  best 

we  have  met  with  in  Florida.  The  cacique  came  out  to 
meet  us  ;  he  was  carried  in  a  litter,  and  attended  by  a  numer- 
ous suite,  the  procession  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  fete. 
A  great  number  of  villages  are  subject  to  this  cacique.  The 
next  morning  all  the  Indians  escaped ;  we  took  the  cacique, 
that  we  might  compel  him  to  give  us  Indians  to  carry  our 
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baggage,  and  we  remained  several   days   until  he  had  fur- 
nished them.      In  this  province  we  found  plums  similar  to  riums  and 

viues. 

those  of  Spain,  and  a  considerable  number  of  wild  vines, 
which  produced  excellent  grapes  in  abundance. 

Leaving  the  village,  we  shaped  our  course  west  and  south- 
west. During  five  or  six  days  we  met  with  villages  belong- 
ing to  this  cacique,  at  length  we  reached  another  province 
called  Italisi.  The  inhabitants  having  fled,  we  proceeded  to  luiisi. 
seek  for  them.  Some  Indians  came  to  us  ;  the  Governor 
told  them  to  summon  the  cacique,  who  came  and  presented  us 
with  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  women,  some  deer-skins, 
and  other  things.  Quitting  this  village,  we  proceeded  to- 
wards the  south  in  the  direction  of  New  Spain.  We  passed 
through  several  villages,  and  arrived  at  another  province 
called  Faszaluza,  the  cacique  of  which  Avas  an  Indian  of  a  sta-  Faszaiuza. 
ture  so  immense  that  he  was  universally  believed  to  be  a  giant ; 
he  quietly  awaited  us  in  his  village.  On  our  arrival,  we  showed 
him  all  sorts  of  courteous  attentions,  and  got  up  a  tournament 
and  horse -racing  for  his  diversion,  but  he  apj^eared  to 
take  very  little  interest  in  them.  We  at  length  asked  him  to 
procure  for  us  some  Indians  to  carry  our  baggage,  to  which 
he  replied  that  he  was  not  accustomed  to  serve  anybody,  but 
on  the  contrary  he  made  every  one  serve  him.  The  Governor 
gave  orders  to  prevent  his  returning  home,  and  to  keep 
him  prisoner.  This  Indian  was  greatly  exasperated  at  thus 
seeing  himself  detained  in  our  poAver;  and  this  was  the  cause 
of  the  treachery  which  he  committed  in  the  sequel.  He  told 
us  that  he  could  give  us  nothing  in  this  place,  but  that  if  we 
repaired  to  another  village  called  Mavila,  which  belonged  to 
him,  he  would  there  supply  us  with  what  we  had  asked  of 
him.  Having  set  out  for  this  village,  we  found  a  large  river  a  large 
which  we  supposed  to  be  that  which  falls  into  the  bay  of 
Chuse  ;  we  learnt  that  the  vessels  of  Narvaez  had  arrived 
there  in  want  of  water,  and  that  a  Christian  named  Teodoro 
and  an  Indian  had  remained  among  these  Indians :  at  the 
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same  time  they  showed  us  a  dagger  which  had  belonged  to 
the  Christian.  We  employed  two  days  in  constructing  rafts 
for  the  passage  of  the  river,  during  which  the  Indians  killed 
a  Christian,  who  was  one  of  the  Governor's  own  guard.  The 
Governor  being  greatly  displeased,  treated  the  cacique  very 
roughly,  and  told  him  that  he  would  have  him  burnt  alive  if 
he  did  not  deliver  up  the  murderers  ;  the  cacique  replied 
that  he  would  give  them  up  to  us  at  Mavila.  This  Indian 
cacique  had  a  great  number  of  natives  under  his  orders  ;  he 
had  always  near  his  person  a  man  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep 
off  the  flies ;  another  behind  him  carried  a  large  umbrella 
made  of  feathers  to  protect  him  from  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

We  arrived  at  Mavila  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  it  was 
a  small  village  built  on  a  plain,  surrounded  by  walls  and  very 
strong.  There  had  been  some  cabins  outside  the  enclosure, 
but  all  of  these  the  Indians  had  demolished  in  order  that  the 
ground  might  be  perfectly  clear.  Some  of  the  chiefs  came  to 
meet  us,  and  told  the  Governor  through  the  interpreter,  that 
he  might  take  up  his  quarters  either  on  the  plain  or  in  the 
village,  whichever  he  preferred,  and  that  in  the  evening  we 
should  receive  some  carriers.  The  Governor,  thinking  it 
best  to  enter  the  village  in  their  company,  gave  orders 
accordingly,  and  we  followed  the  Indians.  We  conversed 
with  them  amicably,  for  we  saw  only  thi'ee  or  four  hundred; 
but  there  were  at  least  five  thousand  concealed  in  the  houses 
of  the  village.  They  gave  us  a  cordial  welcome,  commenced 
their  dances  and  their  exercises,  and  in  order  the  more  com- 
pletely to  deceive  us,  they  introduced  fifteen  or  twenty 
women,  who  capered  before  us.  After  they  had  danced  for 
some  time,  the  cacique  arose  and  entered  one  of  the  houses. 
The  Governor  sent  to  order  him  to  come  out;  he  replied  that 
he  would  not.  The  captain  of  the  guard  to  the  Governor  en- 
tered to  compel  obedience,  but  perceiving  in  the  interior  of 
the  house  a  vast  number  of  warriors,  all  on  their  guard,  he 
judged  it  more  prudent  to  withdraw  and  to  leave  the  cacique 
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tlicre ;  he  tlicn  reported  to  the  Governor  how  he  had  seen 
those  houses  full  of  Indians  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
and  ready  to  commit  some  treachery.  The  Governor  called 
to  another  cacique  who  was  passing  by,  but  this  man  like- 
wise refused  to  come.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  stand- 
ing near,  caught  him  by  the  arm  to  lead  him,  but  the  man 
made  a  movement,  and  disengaged  himself  from  his  hold, 
whereupon  the  gentleman  drew  his  sword,  and  struck  at  him 
a  blow  which  cut  oif  his  arm.  The  Indian  had  no  sooner 
received  this  wound,  than  all  the  rest  began  to  discharge 
their  arrows  at  us  from  the  interior  of  the  houses,  through 
the  nimierous  loopholes  which  they  had  made,  whilst  others 
attacked  us  from  the  outside.  As  we  were  completely  thrown 
off  our  guard,  having  considered  them  as  friends,  ^e  sus- 
tained such  considerable  loss  that  Ave  were  obliged  to 
retreat  out  of  the  village,  leaving  behind  all  the  baggage 
which  the  Indians  had  carried,  in  the  place  where  they  had 
unloaded  it.  Directly  they  perceived  us  on  the  outside, 
they  closed  the  gates  of  the  village,  and  began  to  beat  their 
drums,  disj)lay  their  flags,  and  set  up  a  great  shouting  ; 
they  then  opened  our  trunks  and  packages,  and  from  the  top 
of  the  Avails  exhibited  to  our  view  the  property  which  they 
had  made  themselves  masters  of.  As  soon  as  we  had  left  the 
village,  Ave  mounted  our  horses,  and  surrounded  the  Avails, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  coming  out.  The 
GoA^ernor  made  sixty  or  eighty  of  our  men,  all  AA^ell  armed, 
dismount,  and  ordered  us  to  divide  into  four  squadrons,  and 
to  go  and  attack  the  village  in  as  many  different  places. 
The  first  Avho  should  enter,  had  orders  to  set  fire  to  the 
houses,  so  as  to  prevent  the  besieged  from  doing  us  any 
injury.  The  horsemen,  and  the  other  soldiers  Avho  were  not 
armed,  Avere  directed  to  guard  the  exterior  of  the  a  illage,  and 
to  take  care  that  no  Indian  escaped.  We  put  our  plan  into 
execution,  entered  the  place,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses.  A 
great  number  of  Indians  Avere  burnt,  but  all  our  baggage 
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became  a  prey  to  the  flames.  Not  a  thing  belongmg  to  us 
remained.  We  fought  the  whole  day  till  the  evening  without 
a  single  Indian  asking  for  quarter  ;  they  defended  themselves 
like  furious  lions ;  all  of  them  perished,  some  by  the  sword, 
others  by  the  fire  ;  whilst  those  who  endeavoured  to  escape 
were  killed  by  tlii'usts  from  the  lance.  When  night  came, 
there  remained  no  more  than  three  Indians,  who  were  guard- 
ing the  t"\venty  women  they  had  brought  out  to  dance  ;  they 
placed  these  women  in  front  of  them,  who  crossed  theu'  hands, 
and  made  signs  to  the  Cliiistians  as  though  asking  to  be  taken ; 
they  then  withdrew,  and  the  three  Indians  discharged  their 
arrows  at  us  ;  we  killed  two  of  them,  and  the  one  now  left, 
not  willing  to  peld,  climbed  a  tree  which  was  upon  the  wall, 
unstrung  his  bow,  fastened  the  cord  round  his  neck  and 
hanged  himself. 

On  that  day  the  Indians  killed  more  than  twenty  of 
our  men,  and  ujDwards  of  two  hundi'ed  and  fifty  were 
wounded ;  we  received  more  than  six  hundi-ed  and  sixty 
arrowshots.  During  the  night  Ave  di'essed  the  wounds  of 
our  men  with  the  fat  of  the  dead  Indians.  No  other  medi- 
cine remained  for  our  use,  all  that  we  possessed  having  been 
burnt  in  the  afii'ay.  We  stayed  here  twenty-seven  or  twenty- 
eight  days,  in  order  to  recruit  oui'  strength.  God  permitted 
us  all  to  escape.  We  took  the  women  and  made  them  tend 
those  who  were  most  seriously  wounded.  We  learnt  from  the 
natiA^es  that  we  were  distant  u]3wards  of  forty  leagues  from 
the  sea ;  we  were  very  anxious  for  the  Governor  to  proceed 
thither,  that  we  might  obtain  tidings  of  the  brigantines  ; 
but  he  would  not  venture,  it  being  already  the  middle  of 
November  and  the  weather  very  cold.  It  was  ad\dsable  to 
seek  a  country  in  which  to  winter,  where  there  would 
be  no  want  of  provisions,  for  there  was  a  scarcity  in  the 
place  we  now  were  staying  at ;  we  accordingly  pursued  our 
route  towards  the  north,  and  marched  ten  or  twelve  days, 
suffering   excessively   from   cold,   and   from   the   passage   of 
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rivers  which  we  were  obliged  to  ford  ;  at  length  we  reached 
an  extensive  and  fertile  province,  where  we  might  pass  the 
winter  until  the  extremity  of  the  cold  was  over  ;  for  more 
snow  falls  in  this  country  than  in  Spain. 

This  province  was  called  Chicaza ;  the  Indians  attempted  to  <^iii^<izn 
defend  the  passage  of  a  river,  which  we  had  to  cross  ;  we  made  ^  "■  • '• 
a  halt  of  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  we  passed  over 
in  a  canoe  that  we  had  constructed.  All  the  Indians  fled  into 
the  forest.  Seven  or  eight  days  afterwards,  messengers  from 
the  cacique  came  to  the  Governor,  and  said  that  their  master 
intended  to  come  and  offer  his  services  to  him  and  all  his  com- 
pany. The  Governor  received  them  favorably,  and  sent  word 
to  the  cacique  to  come,  and  he  would  make  him  numerous  pre- 
sents. The  cacique  came  accordingly,  attended  by  a  great  many 
Indians,  who  carried  him  on  their  shoulders.  He  presented 
us  with  some  little  dogs  and  deer-skins.  The  cacique  stayed 
with  us,  and  the  other  Indians  went  away ;  each  day  they 
came  and  departed,  bringing  us  many  rabbits  and  whatever 
else  they  could  procure  in  the  country.  In  the  night  we 
surprised  some  Indians,  who,  under  the  pretext  of  being 
friendly,  came  to  see  how  we  slept  and  kept  guard.  Having 
no  suspicion  of  their  designs,  we  told  the  cacique  that  we 
should  resume  our  journey  on  the  morrow.  He  left,  and 
the  same  night  marched  against  us.  As  these  Indians  knew 
the  places  where  we  posted  our  sentinels,  three  hundred  of 
them  entered  the  village  by  twos  and  fours,  carrying  fire, 
which  they  had  put  into  small  pots  so  that  we  might 
not  perceive  them ;  and  whilst  they  were  making  their  way 
along,  another  troop  was  heard  shouting  their  war  cries ;  but 
the  former  had  already  set  fire  to  the  village.  We  expe- 
rienced a  great  loss,  for  on  this  night  they  killed  fifty-seven 
of  our  horses,  upwards  of  three  hundred  swine,  and  thirteen 
or  fourteen  men  ;  but  what  would  appear  to  be  a  great  miracle 
of  God,  is,  that  they  fled  without  our  oflering  them  the 
slightest  resistance.     If  they  had  persevered  in  their  attack. 
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our  destruction  must  have  been  inevitable.  We  left  that 
place  to  make  our  way  to  a  cabin,  Avhicli  might  be  a  league 
distant ;  we  were  told  that  the  Indians  intended  to  march 
against  us  in  the  night,  but  it  pleased  God  to  send  a  little 
rain,  which  was  the  cause  of  their  not  coming. 

We  were  in  a  very  sad  plight ;  a  few  horses  were  left,  but 
we  had  neither  saddles,  lances,  nor  bucklers, — all  had  been 
burnt.  We  immediately  set  to  work  to  make  shields,  saddles, 
and  lances,  as  well  as  we  w^ere  able.  Five  days  afterwards 
the  Indians  sallied  out  to  attack  us  again ;  they  marched  in 
good  order  of  battle,  and  assailed  us  on  three  sides.  As  we 
had  been  forewarned,  we  marched  to  meet  them,  and  put 
them  to  flight,  after  having  killed  a  considerable  number, 
which  circumstance,  God  be  praised,  prevented  their  return. 
We  stayed  in  this  place  two  months,  during  which  time  we 
made  saddles,  lances,  and  bucklers,  and  at  length  resumed 
our  march  towards  the  north-west. 

We  proceeded  to  the  province  of  Alibanio,  where  an  event 
occurred  to  us,  such  as  they  say  was  never  witnessed  in 
the  Indies.  The  natives  who  had  in  this  place  neither  pro- 
visions, women,  nor  anything  else  to  defend,  constructed,  in 
the  middle  of  the  road,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  contending 
with  us,  a  very  strong  palisade,  behind  which  three  hundred 
warriors  posted  themselves,  determined  to  die  rather  than 
allow  us  to  pass.  Directly  we  made  our  appearance,  some  of 
the  Indians  came  out  of  the  palisade,  and  thi'eatened  us,  saying 
that  not  one  of  us  shoidd  escape  alive.  As  soon  as  we  caught 
sight  of  the  palisade,  and  of  the  w^arriors  w  ho  were  defending 
it,  we  supposed  that  behind  it  there  were  provisions  or  other 
valuables.  We  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  food,  for  we 
knew  that  we  should  have  to  traverse  a  desert  of  twelve  days' 
march,  during  which  we  should  not  meet  with  victuals  of  any 
kind.  We  then  formed  into  a  body  of  forty  or  fifty  men,  and 
divided  ourselves  into  two  troops  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  a  trumpet  should  give  the  signal.    We  carried  the  palisade. 
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but  with  the  loss  of  seven  or  eight  men,  and  twenty -five  were 
wounded ;  we  killed  several  Indians,  and  took  some  prisoners, 
from  whom  we  learnt  that  they  had  constructed  this  barrier 
for  the  express  purpose  of  trying  the  mastery  between  us. 
We  found  some  provisions  in  the  environs,  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  pass  the  desert,  tlii'ough  which  we  marched  twelve  days.  ^^  *^*'^''i'*- 
The  sick  and  wounded  that  we  carried  caused  us  considerable 
trouble.      One  day,  at  noon,  we  entered  a    village,  named 
Quizquiz,  so   suddenly,  that   the   Indians    had   received  no  Q^'^^i"'^- 
notice  of  our  arrival,  but  were  at  work  in  their  maize  fields ; 
we  took  upwards  of  three  hundred  Avomen  in   the  village. 
These  people  were  wretchedly  poor,  having  only  with  them 
some  skins  and  cloaks ;  it  was  in  this  place  that  we  gathered 
for  the  first  time  small  nuts  of  the  country,  which  are  superior  ®™^^^  ""*^- 
to  those  of  Spain.     The  village  is  built  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Saint-Esprit,  and  we  ascertained  from  the  inhabitants,  JlJJJ^santo 
that  this,  as  Avell  as  divers  others  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, were  tributary  to  the  sovereign  of  Pacaha,  who  is 
greatly  renowned  throughout  all  the  country. 

As  soon  as  the  Indians  knew  that  we  had  captured  these 
women,  they  came  as  friends  to  demand  them  of  the  Governor, 
who  gave  them  up,  and  desii'ed  them  to  let  him  have  some 
canoes  in  order  to  pass  the  Great  River ;  they  promised,  but  The  Great 
failed  to  do  so,  and  even  collected  their  forces  to  make  war  upon 
us,  and  presented  themselves  before  the  village  in  which  we 
were  ;  they  did  not,  however,  venture  to  attack  us,  but  went 
away.  We  quitted  the  village,  and  proceeded  to  encamj)  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to  see  how  we  could  pass  it. 
We  perceived  a  number  of  Indians,  with  a  great  many  canoes, 
on  the  opposite  side,  ready  to  dispute  our  passage.  We  resolved 
upon  making  four  large  pirogues,  each  capable  of  containing 
sixty  or  seventy  men,  and  five  or  six  horses ;  and  we  spent 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  days  in  constructing  them. 
During  this  time  the  Indians  came  out  every  day  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  in   two  hundred  and   fifty  canoes. 
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adorned  with  handsome  flags,  and  approaching  the  shore 
where  we  were,  they  raised  their  war  cries,  and  discharged  as 
many  arrows  at  us  as  they  could ;  they  then  returned  to  the 
opposite  shore.  A\^icn,  however,  they  saw  that  our  barques 
were  ready  to  pass  the  river,  all  of  them  fled  and  abandoned 
the  place. 

Wc  crossed  the  river  with  much  order ;  it  was  about  a 
league  broad,  and  the  depth  from  nineteen  to  twenty  fathoms. 
On  the  opposite  side  we  found  some  excellent  villages ;  we 
ascended  the  current  with  the  intention  of  repairing  to  the 
province  of  Pacaha,  for  it  was  necessary  to  take  this  course  in 
order  to  reach  there.  But  before  arriving  at  that  province,  we 
fell  in  with  another  sovereign,  named  Ycasqui,  who  was  at  war 
with  the  cacique  of  Pacaha ;  he  came  in  a  friendly  manner  to 
visit  us,  and  said  that  he  had  long  heard  of  us,  that  he  knew 
we  were  men  from  heaven,  on  whom  their  arrows  could  inflict 
no  injury,  and  that  on  this  account  he  wished  not  to  make 
war  upon  us,  but  to  render  us  service.  The  Governor  re- 
ceived him  courteously,  and  forbade  any  person  whomsoever 
to  enter  his  village,  or  do  him  any  harm.  We  encamped  in 
a  plain  in  sight  of  this  cacique's  village,  where  we  rested  two 
days. 

On  the  day  of  our  arrival,  the  cacique  asked  the  Governor 
to  give  him  a  sign  by  means  of  which  after  our  departure  he 
should  be  enabled  to  demand  assistance  during  these  wars, 
and  by  which  his  subjects  could  obtain  water,  which  they 
greatly  needed  for  the  cultivation  of  their  grounds,  as  their 
children  were  starving.  The  Governor  ordered  his  men  to 
make  a  large  cross  of  a  couple  of  pine  trees,  and  told  the  cacique 
to  return  on  the  next  day,  when  the  sign  from  heaven  which 
he  had  asked  for  would  be  given  to  him,  and  that  he  believed 
he  would  want  for  nothing,  if  he  placed  implicit  faith  in  it. 
The  cacique  repeated  his  visit  on  the  following  day,  and  he 
then  made  a  long  oration,  in  which  he  asked  why  we  delayed 
so  long  to  give  him  the  sign  that  he  had  requested,  since  he 
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was  so  well  disposed  to  serve  and  to  follow  us ;  he  began  to 
weep  bitterly  because  we  did  not  give  it  him  immediately, 
and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  draw  tears  from  all  our  eyes  at 
witnessing  his  devotion,  and  the  fervency  with  which  he 
sought  it.  The  Governor  told  him  to  return  with  his  Indians, 
and  that  we  should  come  in  the  evening  to  his  village,  and 
bring  the  sign  which  he  was  anxious  to  obtain.  In  the  evening 
he  presented  himself  with  all  his  Indians,  and  we  marched 
with  them  in  procession  to  the  village.  The  caciques  of  this 
country  are  in  the  habit  of  erecting,  near  the  houses  in 
which  they  reside,  very  high  mounds  ;  some,  however,  have 
their  abodes  on  the  summit  of  these  mounds.  It  was  upon 
one  of  these  little  mountains  that  we  planted  the  cross.  We 
all  repaired  thither,  and  with  the  greatest  devotion  fell  on  our 
knees  to  kiss  the  foot  of  it.  The  Indians  followed  our  ex- 
ample, and  afterwards  brought  a  great  quantity  of  reeds,  with 
which  they  constructed  a  fence  round  about  it. 

The  same  evening  we  returned  to  our  camp,  and  on  the 
following  morning  departed  for  Pacaha,  which  was  situated  p^^^'i'i'^- 
higher  up  ;  we  marched  two  days,  and  arrived  at  a  village 
in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  encompassed  by  walls  and  a  moat 
full  of  water,  dug  by  the  hand  of  man.  We  approached  as 
near  as  we  could,  and  when  we  were  quite  close,  we  halted,  not 
daring  to  enter.  As  we  were  turning  round,  we  j)erceived 
at  one  side  a  vast  number  of  the  inhabitants  leaving  the 
place.  We  entered  the  village  without  meeting  with  any 
opposition.  We  took  a  very  few  Indians,  for  nearly  all  of 
them  had  already  fled ;  but  they  were  not  able  to  place  in 
safety  the  little  that  they  possessed,  for  everything  remained 
in  the  town.  Whilst  we  stayed  outside  the  walls  without 
daring  to  enter,  we  saw  a  numerous  party  of  Indians  behind 
us,  whom  we  took  for  warriors  coming  to  the  assistance  of 
the  village.  We  marched  to  meet  them,  but  soon  recognized 
the  cacique  we  had  left  behind,  and  with  whom  we  had 
planted  the  cross ;  he  had  come  to  render  us  assistance  in 
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case  we  stood  in  need  of  it ;  we  conducted  him  into  the  vil- 
lage. He  began  by  thanking  the  Governor  for  the  cross 
which  he  had  given  to  him,  and  said  that  on  the  previous  day 
rain  had  fallen  in  abundance;  that  all  his  subjects  were  so 
well  satisfied,  that  they  intended  not  to  leave  us  again,  but 
wished  to  bear  us  company.  The  Governor  made  him  enter 
the  village,  and  gave  liim  all  that  we  found  there ;  (for  they 
esteem  as  a  great  treasure  a  few  collars  formed  of  shell  fish, 
skins  of  cats  and  of  roebucks  ;)  w^e  gave  him  likewise  a 
small  quantity  of  maize  that  was  in  the  village,  and  he  left 
much  delighted.  We  remained  in  this  place  in  order  to  see  if 
we  could  take  the  northern  route,  so  as  to  cross  to  the  South 
Sea. 

After  an  abode  of  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  days,  during 
which  we  made  some  excursions,  we  advanced  towards  the 
north-east,  as  we  had  been  told  that  in  that  direction  we 
should  meet  with  large  towns  wherein  we  might  take  up 
our  quarters.  We  travelled  eight  days  through  a  desert 
covered  with  very  extensive  marshes,  and  where  not  a  tree 
was  to  be  seen  ;  we  could  perceive  nought  but  plains, 
where  certain  herbs  grew  so  high  and  thick  that  the  horses 
could  with  difficulty  pass  through  them ;  Ave  afterwards  met 
with  a  party  of  Indians,  who  lived  under  tents  stitched  to- 
gether, which  they  carry  away  with  them  whenever  they 
choose ;  they  have  at  such  times  only  to  roll  up  the  covering 
of  the  tent,  which  an  Indian  takes  charge  of,  whilst  the  woman 
carries  the  poles  that  support  it ;  they  construct  and  remove 
these  tents  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  consequently  being 
able  to  take  their  houses  with  them,  they  change  theii'  abodes 
very  frequently.  We  ascertained  from  these  Indians  that 
in  the  interior  there  were  several  tribes  like  their  own, 
who  were  nomadic,  and  pitched  their  tents  in  those  places 
which  were  stocked  with  deer ;  that  they  frequented  a 
marsh  where  there  was  an  abundant  sujiply  of  fish ;  that  as 
soon  as  the  mmac  had  been  scared,  and  thev  cau"'ht  no  more 
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fish,  they  shifted  their  abode,  and  transporting  their  houses 
on  their  backs,  and  every  thing  they  possessed,  they  betook 
themselves  to  some  place  where  they  could  procure  food. 
The  name  of  this  province  was  Calusi.  The  natives  pay  caiusi. 
little  attention  to  cultivating  the  soil,  but  depend  entirely 
on  hunting  and  fishing  for  subsistence.  We  returned  to 
Pacaha,  where  the  Governor  had  remained.  We  found  the 
cacique,  who  had  come  again  as  a  friend,  along  with  the 
Governor ;  in  the  meantime  the  other  cacique,  who  had  kept 
further  behind,  and  with  whom  we  had  planted  the  cross, 
arrived ;  it  was  a  wonderful  thing  to  see  the  reconciliation  of 
these  two  hostile  caciques.  The  Governor  made  them  both 
sit  by  his  side,  and  one  could  hardly  imagine  the  pains  that 
each  took  to  obtain  the  right-hand  place. 

Finding  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  reaching  the  other  '^^'^'  '^"'^*" 
sea,  we  returned  towards  the  south.  The  cacique  with  whom 
we  had  planted  the  cross,  accompanied  us.  On  taking  leave 
of  him,  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  other  sea,  that  is 
to  say,  towards  the  south-west,  until  we  reached  a  province 
called  Quiguata,  in  Avhich  is  the  largest  village  that  we  have  Quiguata. 
seen  in  Florida ;  it  was  situated  on  one  of  the  arms  of  the 
great  river.  Here  we  stayed  eight  or  nine  days  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  interpreters  and  guides,  intending  always 
to  reach  the  other  sea,  for  the  Indians  told  us  that  eleven 
days'  march  would  bring  us  to  a  province  where  they  killed 
oxen,  and  where  we  should  find  interpreters  who  would 
conduct  us  to  the  sea. 

We  left  with  the  guides  for  that  province  which  is  called 
Coligua ;  there  was  no  beaten  track ;  every  evening  they  led 
us  near  to  a  marsh  where  we  refreshed  ourselves,  and  found 
abundance  of  fish.  We  crossed  vast  plains,  and  very  high 
mountains,  and  at  length  came  quite  suddenly  upon  the  town 
of  Coligua,  as  though  we  had  reached  it  by  a  high  road. 
We  observed  all  along  the  way  traces  of  the  passage  of  <^o^^?"<'^- 
men  ;     we    found    a    great    quantity    of  provisions   in   this 

c  c 
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country,  and  a  considerable  number  of  ox  tails  tanned,  and 
others  in  preparation.  During  tbe  route,  we  made  inquiries 
of  the  Indians  respecting  the  country  we  were  in  search  of, 
and  whether  there  were  any  village  far  or  near ;  but  to  these 
inquiries  we  could  never  obtain  any  answer  :  all  they  said 
was,  that  if  we  wished  to  go  to  any  villages,  we  ought  to 
take  the  direction  of  west-south-west.  We  accordingly  fol- 
lowed the  route  which  the  Indians  had  pointed  out,  and 
Tatii  coya.  arrived  a  some  scattered  callages  which  bore  the  name  of 
A  large       Tatil  Cova     we  found  there  a  lar^e  river  which  falls  into 

river,  falling  ''  "-" 

Wo  Graude  ^^  -^^^  Grande ;  we  learnt  that  by  ascending  the  first  stream 
we  should  meet  with  a  considerable  province,  called  Cayas  ; 
we  accordingly  went  to  this  place,  and  saw  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  detached  villages  thickly  peopled,  where  we  made 

Cayas.  somc  rccomioiterings ;  the  entire  country  is  covered  with 
mountains. 

During  an  excursion,  the  cacique  and  a  great  number  of 
natives  were  seized,  of  whom  we  made  inquii'ies  respecting 
the  country :  they  replied,  that  by  ascending  the  river  we 
should  find  a  large  province  called  Tula.  The  Governor 
was  desirous  of  going  to  see  whether  it  would  be  possible 
for  us  to  winter  there  :  he  accordingly  set  out  with  twenty 
horsemen,  leaving  the  remainder  in  the  province  of  Cayas. 

Tula.  Before,  however,  we  reached  Tula,  we  passed  over   steep 

mountains,  and  at  length  entered  the  village  without  any 
notice  being  given  of  our  arrival ;  we  set  about  capturing 
some  Indians,  but  they  defended  themselves,  and  that  day 
wounded  nine  or  ten  of  our  horses  and  seven  or  eight  Spa- 
niards. They  were  so  brave  that  they  formed  into  parties  of 
eight  or  ten,  and  rushed  upon  us  like  furious  dogs  ;  we 
killed  about  thirty  or  forty  of  them. 

The  Governor  seeing  that  we  were  but  few  in  number, 
considered  that  it  was  not  prudent  to  pass  the  night  in  this 
place ;  we  accordingly  returned  by  the  same  route  that  we 
had  taken.     We   crossed   a  level   plain   surrounded  by  the 
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river,  after  having  passed  over  the  mountain,  which  we  feared 
might  be  occupied  by  the  Indians.  The  next  day  the 
Governor  came  to  the  spot  where  he  had  left  his  ]3arty,  but 
the  Indians  who  had  been  seized  had  made  their  escape,  and 
there  were  none  others  in  the  province  whom  our  interpreter 
coukl  understand.  The  Governor  gave  orders  that  all  should 
get  ready  to  go  to  that  province,  and  we  proceeded  thither 
without  loss  of  time.  We  had  scarcely  arrived  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  we  perceived  three  large  troops  of  Indians 
advancing  towards  us  from  three  different  sides.  We  routed 
them  after  having  killed  some  men,  which  put  an  end 
to  hostilities ;  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  they  despatched 
messengers  to  us  as  if  to  sue  for  peace,  but  as  we  had  no 
interpreters,  we  were  not  able  to  understand  them.  We 
made  them  comprehend  by  signs,  that  they  were  to  send  us 
interpreters  for  the  natives  whom  we  intended  to  visit ; 
they  brought  us  five  or  six  Indians  who  understood  our 
interpreters.  They  were  inquisitive  to  know  who  we  were, 
and  what  was  the  object  of  our  journey ;  we  made  inqui- 
ries after  some  large  province  where  there  might  be  a 
good  supply  of  provisions,  for  we  began  to  feel  severely 
the  rigour  of  the  winter  ;  they  said,  that  in  the  direc- 
tion we  were  following,  they  had  no  knowledge  of  any  very 
extensive  population.  Seeing  that  no  other  resource  was 
left  for  us,  we  resumed  the  route  of  the  south-east,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  a  province  called  Quipana,  which  was  situated  at  Qniraua. 
the  foot  of  very  lofty  mountains.  From  thence  we  turned 
towards  the  east,  and  crossing  those  mountains,  we  descended  i«ountimis 
into  a  plain,  which  was  inhabited,  and  appeared  favourable 
for  our  plans ;  not  far  off  was  a  village  where  there  was 
plenty  of  provisions ;  it  was  constructed  on  the  bank  of  a 
large  river,  which  flowed  into  the  great  river,  along  which  we 
had  passed :  the  province  was  called  Viranque,  and  here  we  viranque. 
spent  the  winter,  and  suffered  so  much  from  the  cold  and 
snow,   that   we    thought  we    should    have    perished.       The 
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Christian  who  was  found  among  the  Indians  whom  Narvaez 
had  visited,  and  who  acted  as  our  interpreter,  died  at  this 
place. 

"We  departed  from  this  village  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
when  we  supposed  that  the  extremity  of  the  cold  was  over. 
We  descended  the  course  of  the  river,  on  the  shores  of  which 
we  found  other  provinces  well  peo]3led  and  rich  in  provi- 
sions ;  at  length  we  reached  another  province,  called  Ani- 
coyanque,  which  appeared  to  us  to  be  one  of  the  best  that 

Auicuyan-  wc  had  sccu  iu  this  country.  A  cacique  whose  name  was 
Guachoyanque,  came  to  visit  us  ;  his  village  was  situated 
on  the  bank  of  the  great  river  ;  he  was  frequently  at  war 
with  the  cacique  whom  we  were  leaving.     The  Governor 

Guachoy-  set  out  immediately  for  the  village  of  Guachoyanque  in  com- 
23any  with  the  cacique.  His  village  was  very  well  enclosed 
with  walls,  and  fortified,  but  there  was  only  a  scanty  supply 
of  provisions,  for  the  Indians  had  robbed  him  of  all  that 
he  had. 

The  Governor  came  to  a  resolution  at  this  place,  in  case 
he  should  discover  the  sea,  to  build  some  brigantines  which 
might  convey  intelligence  to  Cuba  that  we  were  alive,  and 
to  ask  for  horses  and  other  things  of  which  we  stood  in  need ; 
he  despatched  the  captain  towards  the  south,  with  orders  to 
search  out  some  road  so  as  to  reach  the  sea;  for  notwith- 
standing the  questions  which  were  put  to  the  Indians,  no 
exact  knowledge  could  be  obtained  as  to  its  existence  on  this 
side.  He  came  back  and  reported  that  he  had  not  discovered 
any  road  by  Avhich  to  cross  the  vast  morasses  formed  by  the 
great  river  on  this  side. 

The   Governor   being  in   great  perplexity  of  mind,   and 

Soto's  death,  uiattcrs  uot  tumiug  out  according  to  his  ^\dshes,  fell  sick  and 
died,  having  nominated  Luis  de  Moscoso  to  succeed  him. 
Not  discovering  any  road  for  reaching  the  sea,  we  determined 
upon  resuming  the  route  towards  the  west,  in  the  hopes  ol 
proceeding  by  land  to  Mexico,  provided  we  did  not  succeed 
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in  finding  in  the  interior  some  place  where  we  could  remain  ; 
we  marched  during  seventeen  days,  and  arrived  at  the  pro- 
vince of  Chavite,  where  the  Indians  made  abundance  of  ^"'=^'''^*'- 
salt ;  we  had  no  information  respecting  the  north ;  from 
thence  we  rej)aired  to  the  province  of  Aguacay,  and  three  Agimcay. 
days  more  were  spent  in  getting  there,  taking  a  direct  north- 
erly course. 

The  Indians  told  us  that  we  should  not  meet  with  any 
inhabited  country,  unless  we  descended  towards  the  south-east 
and  south,  where  we  should  find  villages  and  provisions  ;  but 
on  the  side  to  which  we  were  desirous  of  going,  there  were  only 
extensive  tracts  of  sand,  without  village  or  any  kind  of  food  ; 
we  were  consequently  forced  to  turn  our  steps  to  that  side 
which  the  Indians  had  pointed  out.  We  next  reached  a 
province  called  Nisione,  and  subsequently  others  called  Nan-  Nisione. 
dacaho  and  Lacame :  the  country  becominsf  more  and  more  Nandacaho. 

"^  ^  Lacame. 

barren,  the  scarcity  of  provisions  increased ;  we  received 
some  notice  respecting  the  province  of  Xuacatino,  which  we 
had  been  told  was  considerable ;  the  cacique  of  Nandacaho 
gave  us  an  Indian  for  a  guide  who  would  conduct  us  into  a 
country  from  whence  we  could  no  more  escape ;  he  led  us 
then  into  a  wild  country  through  which  there  was  no  road, 
and  finished  by  telling  us,  that  his  master  had  ordered  him 
to  carry  us  to  a  place  where  we  should  die  of  hunger.  We 
took  another  guide,  who  conducted  us  into  the  province  of 
Hais,  to  which  herds  of  oxen  occasionally  resorted.  As  soon  [J^^^J 
as  the  natives  saw  us  enter  their  territories,  they  collected 
their  forces  in  order  to  prevent  our  killing  the  oxen ;  they 
attacked  us  with  their  arrows,  which  occasioned  us  some 
loss.  We  left  this  province  for  that  of  Xacatin,  which  is  xaaun. 
surrounded  by  thick  forests ;  provisions  there  were  scarce ; 
from  thence  the  Indians  conducted  us  on  the  east  side  into 
other  small  villages,  which  were  destitute  of  provisions  ;  they 
pretended  to  lead  us  to  a  country  where  there  were  other 
Christians  ;    we   soon,   however,   found  out  that  they  were 
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deceiving  us,  and  that  they  could  not  have  acquired  any  such 
knowledge,  as  they  had  seen  no  other  Christians  but  our- 
selves ;  but  as  our  course  had  been  so  very  circuitous,  it  was 
possible  that  they  had  already  seen  us  pass  by.  We  then 
took  once  more  the  southerly  direction,  with  a  firm  deter- 
mination to  reach  New  Spain,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

We  marched  six  days  in  the  direction  of  south-south-east, 
after  which  we  halted.  We  sent  out  a  detachment  of  six  horse- 
men, with  orders  for  them  to  advance  for  eight  or  nine  days 
as  far  as  possible,  and  to  see  whether  they  could  not  discover 
some  village  where  we  might  procure  a  supply  of  maize  for 
the  journey.  They  set  out  accordingly  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  they  could,  and  met  with  some  poor  Indians  who  had  no 
houses,  but  lived  in  wretched  cabins ;  they  cultivated  no 
plants  of  any  kind,  but  subsisted  solely  on  fish  and  game ; 
four  or  five  of  these  natives  were  taken,  but  no  one  could  be 
found  who  understood  their  language. 

Seeing  that  we  were  without  interpreters,  and  without 
provisions,  and  that  the  maize  which  we  had  brought  began 
to  fail, — in  short,  that  it  was  impossible  so  many  persons 
could  travel  through  so  poor  a  country, — we  resolved  upon 
returning  to  the  village  where  the  Governor  Soto  had  died, 
thinking  that  at  that  place  we  should  find  greater  facilities 
for  constructing  the  vessels  in  which  we  might  take  our 
departure  from  the  country. 

We  accordingly  retraced  our  steps  to  the  place  where  the 
Governor  had  died.  AVlien  we  arrived  there,  we  were  dis- 
appointed in  our  expectations,  for  the  Indians  had  carried 
off  all  the  provisions  that  were  in  the  village ;  this  com- 
pelled us  to  seek  another,  with  a  view  of  wintering  there, 
and  building  the  vessels.  God  permitted  us  to  discover  two 
villages  most  suitable  for  our  piu'jDose ;  they  were  situated 
upon  the  great  river,  were  fortified,  and  contained  great 
store  of  maize.  Here  we  took  up  our  quarters,  and  set  to 
work  to  build  our  vessels.     Six  months  were  spent  in  con- 
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structing  seven  brigantines,  with  the  utmost  difficulty  ;  at 
length  we  launched  them  into  the  stream,  and  in  truth  it  was 
miraculous  that  they  sailed  so  well,  and  did  not  let  in  the 
water,  considering  that  they  were  only  caulked  with  the  bark 
of  mulberry  trees,  and  without  any  pitch.  We  took  with  us 
some  canoes,  into  which  we  put  twenty-six  horses  ;  and 
we  intended,  in  case  we  met  with  a  village  on  the  coast 
where  we  could  live,  to  despatch  two  brigantines  with  intel- 
ligence to  the  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  so  that  he  might  send 
vessels  to  seek  us. 

On  the  second  day,  as  we  were  descending  the  river,  forty 
or  fifty  Indian  canoes,  of  a  very  large  size  and  very  light, 
approached  us ;  one  of  these  contained  eighty  warriors,  who 
kept  hovering  in  our  rear,  and  showering  their  arrows  upon 
us ;  many  of  our  men  looking  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  cowardice 
not  to  attack  them,  took  four  or  five  of  our  small  canoes,  and 
advanced  against  those  of  the  Indians,  who,  as  soon  as  they 
saw  their  manoeuvres,  surrounded  them,  cut  off  their  retreat, 
overturned  their  canoes,  and  killed  twelve  of  our  best  sol- 
diers, without  our  being  able  to  render  them  any  assist- 
ance. The  stream  w^as  very  rapid,  and  Ave  had  but  few  oars 
on  board. 

The  Indians,  emboldened  by  this  success,  continued  pur- 
suing us  until  we  reached  the  sea,  which  lasted  nineteen 
days.  We  sustained  a  heavy  loss  from  them,  and  had  several 
of  our  soldiers  wounded.  Perceiving  that  we  had  no  weapons 
which  could  reach  them  from  a  distance — for  we  had  neither 
crossbow  nor  arquebuss  remaining,  but  only  a  few  swords 
and  bucklers — they  had  not  the  least  fear  of  us,  but  ap- 
proached very  near  to  discharge  their  arrows  at  us.  We 
entered  the  sea  by  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  forms  a 
very  large  bay.  We  sailed  during  three  days  and  nights  in 
very  fair  weather,  without  perceiving  land.  We  suspected 
that  we  were  in  the  open  sea,  but  at  the  expiration  of  the 
above-mentioned  time,  we  took  up  water  which  was  as  fresh 
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as  that  of  the  river,  and  very  good  to  drink.  We  discovered 
some  small  islands  on  the  west  side ;  towards  these  we 
shaped  our  course,  and  from  that  time  we  continually  fol- 
lowed the  coast,  gathering  shell-fish,  and  searching  after  any- 
thing we  might  find  to  eat,  till  at  length  we  entered  the 
river  of  Panuco,  where  we  had  a  welcome  reception  from  the 
Christians. 

Signed i  Luis  Fernandez  de  Biedma. 
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Otoa,  xliv,  178 

Ouachita  river,  Ivi 


Pacaha,  xxxii,  93-103,  191 

Pafallaya,  81 

Palache,  xxxix 

Palisema,  Ivi,  106 

Panuco,  river  and  town,  102-104,  200 

Paracossi,  xxxii,  xxxvii,  34,  35 

Pato,  131 

Patofa,  xxxiv,  50 

Pearl  river,  xlix 

Pearls,  found  at  Cutifa-Chiqui,  57 

Pensacola  bay,  discovered  by  Narvaez, 
xxi,  xlii 

Piache,  73 

Pineda  (Alonzo  Alvarez  de),  takes  the 
command  of  an  expedition  towards 
Floi'ida  in  1519,  and  afterwards 
coasts  westward  as  far  as  Vera  Cruz, 
xii ;  discovers  the  river  Mississippi, 
xxiii 

Piragua,  meaning  of,  110 

Ponce  de  Leon  (Juan),  discovers  and 
explores  Florida,  x ;  account  of  his 
voyage  and  search  after  the  Foun- 
tain of  Youth,  xi 

Potano,  37 

Q. 

Quigalta,  118-121,  150, 153 

Quigate,  hi 

Quigaute,  xxxii,  102-105 

Quiguata,  xxxii,  193 

Quiguate,  Iv 

Quip  an  a,  xxxii,  112,  195 

Quizquiz,  xxxii,  h,  89,  189 


INDEX. 


l\. 


Wed  Eiver,  liv-lx 

Kio  de  Espiritu  Santo,  see  Mississippi 

Rio  del  Oro,  138 

Rio  Grande,  see  Mississippi 


S. 


Saba,  St.,  mount aius,  Ivii 

Salt  made  by  the  Indians  at  Cayas, 

107,    108  ;     and   at   Chaguate    and 

Agnacay,  180,  131 
Santa  Cruz  Bay,   Narvaez  lands  his 

army  at,  xix 
Saquechuma,  82 
Seville,    Casa    de    Contratacion,    10  ; 

Xarafe,  described,  14 
Soacatino,  xxxii,  loG,  137 
Soto  (Fernando  de),  went  with  Pizarro 

to  the  conquest  of  Peru — appointed 

Governor  of  Cuba,  and  adelantado 

of  Florida,  10;  liis  death,  at  Gua- 

ehoya,  125,  19f) 
Sparks  (Mr.  Jared),  criticism  on  the 

work  of  the  "  Gentleman  of  Elvas", 

and  on  Garcilasso  de  la  Vega,  xx\di- 

xxix ;  remarks  upon,  xxxi 
Suwanee  river,  xxxix ;  and  Old  Tov/n, 

xl 


T. 


Taguanate,  147 

TaU,  67 

Taliei)atava,  81 

Talise,  xxxii 

Tallahatchy  river,  1 

Tallimuchase,  70 

Tallise,  xxxii ;  lying  at  tlie  elbow  of 

Talapoosa  river,  xlviii,  71 
Tamaoas,  Ix 

Tanico  (Tankaways?),  Ivi,  107 
Tascalu9a,  xxxii ;  quotation  from  Bossu 

respecting  its  site,  xlviii,  72 
Tatalicoya,  xxxii,  Iri,  106 
Tatilcoya,  xxxii,  194 
Tianto,  Iviii,  116 
Tietiquaquo,  113 
Toalh,  xliv,  47 
Toasi,  71 
Tocaste,  35 
Tombigby  river,  xlix 
Tula,  xxxii,  Ivi,  194 
TuUa,  xxxii,  108,  109 
Tutelpinco,  Ivii,  116 


U. 

Uche  river,  xlii 
Ucita,  xxxvii,  24,  25 
Ullibahali,  70 

Urribarracuxi,  xxxii,  xxxvii 
Utiangue,  xxxii,  Ivii 
Utinama,  37 
Uzachil,  xli,  41 
Uzela,  xxxii 

V. 

Vasconcelos  (Andrew  de),  143 

Veachile,  xxxii,  175 

Vega  (Garcilasso  de  la),  his  history  of 
Florida,  v  ;  criticism  on,  by  Mr, 
Sparks,  xxix ;  by  Mr.  Bancroft, 
xxxiii;  his  tendency  to  romance, 
xxxi ;  synoptical  table,  showing  his 
extravagancies  in  numbers,  xxxiv 

Velasquez  (Diego),  Governor  of  Cuba, 
23 

Verazzano  (Giovanni  da),  his  disco- 
veries in  the  northern  parts  of 
America,  xix 

Viedma,  see  Biedma 

Villa  farta,  38 

Viranque,  xxxii,  Ivii,  195 

"  Virginia  richly  valued",  IGOO,  ii  ; 
"  Ode  to  the  Virginian  Voyage",  by 
Drayton,  ii,  iii 

Vitachuco,  xxxii ;  probably  about  fif- 
teen miles  west  of  Fort  Micanopy, 
xxxix,  43 

W. 

Wahoo  swamp,  xxxriii 
Washita  river,  liii-lv,  lix 
White  river,  liii,  liv 
Withlacoochy  river,  xxxviii 


X. 


Xaeatin,  197 

Xarafe  of  Seville,  description  of,  14 

Xuacatino,  xxxii,  197 

Xualla,  xxxii ;  probably  on  the  sovn-ce 
of  the  Catahootchee  river,  xlvi ; 
placed  by  Col.  Pickett  in  Haber- 
sham county,  xlvi,  60,  182 


Y. 


Ycasqui,  xxxii,  190 
Ychiaha,  xxxii 
Ytara,  37 
Ytava,  70 
Yustaga,  176 
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